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About the Presenter
• Degree in English and Russian as New Languages
• Startalk Teacher Program in 2016
• English Language Learner (ELL) teacher in Renton
• Instructor at UW Startalk for 2 years



LEGO
• Lego Mindstorms EV3 platform



Essay



Self-evaluation



Facilitation

• Focus on ensuring positive learning 
experiences

• Environment for risk taking
• Creating an atmosphere of success
• Reliance on team work and peer support



Team Work
• Mix of students familiar and new to 

programming with Lego Robotics:
– teams include a person familiar with 

programming and LEGO Robotics set

• The students were tasked to build a 
robot to be used for aviation or space 
exploration











Project Stages
• Research: read, watch, discuss, take notes
• Build and improve a robot
• Program the robot
• Fill out technical documentation
• Create a PowerPoint
• Prepare an oral presentation





Goals
1. Development of technical and academic 

language
2. Introduction to cultural realities
3. Career exploration
4. Community building



1. Technical and Academic 
Language

• Academic vocabulary for programming and 
robotic engineering

• Communication norms: the respectful “You”, 
taking turns, etiquette, etc.

• Functional language





2. Cultural Realities

• Schooling
• University life
• Fiction and nonfiction
• Bibliography
• Historical and current events



3. Career Exploration

• Who researches, creates, programs, fine-
tunes, manages and sells the product?

• Career path: from high school to project 
completion

• Ethics of robotics



4. Community Building

• Make new friends
• Linguistic and cultural unity
• Serves individual needs
• Share resources



Methodology

• Startalk principles
• ACTFL core practices
• Motivation through                                         

project work
– Autonomy
– Mastery

• Application of teaching methods from both 
cultural/linguistic settings (target language 
country and the US)





Benefits

1. Development of technical and academic 
language

2. Introduction to cultural realities

3. Career exploration

4. Community building

- keep up with peers from first language countries

- discover individuality and reconnect with heritage

- consider professional application of language

- networking, and encouragement to use language



Reward

Alexey.Kuznetsov@RentonSchools.US

Thank you!

mailto:Alexey.Kuznetsov@RentonSchools.US
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